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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
states and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) or (e) as being anticipated by 
Bacus et a!., US 6,226,392. 

Re claim 1, Bacus et al discloses an imaging apparatus for a microscope (figs. 
4A-4B, 5) comprising: 

an imaging section which picks up an observation image of a sample formed in a 
microscope body (126, fig. 4B)); an imaging apparatus body having the imaging section 
(14, fig. 5); a display section which displays image data corresponding to the 
observation image picked up by the imaging section (22, fig. 5); and an operation 
section which performs operation of the imaging section (12,122,124, figs. 4A-4B, note: 
the computer 12 communicates through the system bus to the I/O controller and camera 
controller 124 to in effect control the camera sensor 126), wherein the imaging 
apparatus body and the display section are separate from each other (fig. 5, note: it can 
be seen that the camera subsystem 14 and the display section 22 are separate from 
each other). 



Application/Control Number. 09/910,738 
Art Unit: 2613 



Page 3 



Re claim 2, the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 1 . 
wherein the operation section is attached to the display section, and an angle of the 
display section to the operation section is adjustable (fig. 5. note: it can be seen that the 
computer controller 12 is also attached to the display section 22. It is inherent that the 
display 22 is adjustable relative to the computer 12). 

Re claim 3, the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 1 , further 

comprising: 

a storage section which stores image data corresponding to the observation 
image picked up by the imaging section (col. 9. lines 55-64). wherein the display section 
displays the image data stored in the storage section (col. 8. lines 58-62. col. 9. lines 
12-17). the operation section which designates a display magnification of the image 
data stored in the storage section, in accordance with a designation made by the 
operation section (col. 10. lines 37-66). a partial area of the image data is displayed on 
the display section, enlarged at the display magnification, and an attachable and 
detachable recording medium for recording entire of the image data stored in the 
storage section (col. 9. line 54 to col. 10. line 66. note: in Bacus, "micro" images are 
characterized as "partial" image data, "tiled" images are characterized as "enlarged- 
display due to magnification increase, and hard disk storage for archival purposes is 
indicative that recording medium for recording image data can be 
attachable/detachable). 

Re claim 4. the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 3. 
wherein the partial area displayed and enlarged is a center part of the image data. In 
Bacus. (figs. 14, 14A 1-2, col. 12, lines 5-22) displaying partial area (30) and enlarging it 
(fig. 14a) are disclosed. There is no indication that the selected area for display is a 
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center part of the image data as claimed. However, this feature is inherent in view of 
Bacus because Bacus allows selection of any part of the image data to be displayed. 

Re claim 5, the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 3, 
wherein the operation section instructs position adjustment in the image data of the area 
enlarged and displayed, and the control section moves the area enlarged and 
displayed, within the image data, in accordance with an instruction made by the 
operation section (col. 9, line 18 to col. 10, line 66, also fig. 9). 

Re claim 6, the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 5, 
wherein the control section displays an index indicating the predetermined area, on the 
display section (figs. 1-3, col. 10, lines 32-45, note: in Bacus, the micro images as 
defined and displayed in fig. 2 shows an indexing scheme to prevent image overlapping, 
interference, etc... so that extensive image processing is avoided. Although the term 
"index" is not used per se, the functionality of the displayed micro images is in effect an 
indexing scheme for the "tiling" operation to generate higher magnification image). 

Re claim 7, the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 3, further 
comprising a recording medium which records at least a part of the image data stored in 
the storage section (fig. 4A, col. 9, lines 55-64). 

Re claim 8, the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 7, 
wherein the control section reads at least one image recorded on the recording medium 
and displays the image on the display section, minified in a list. This claim is rejected in 
reference to claim 6 above. Also see col. 10, 37-45 and fig. 2. Note: the micro images 
as defined in Bacus is in effect, a list of "minified" images. 

Re claim 9, the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 3, 
wherein the operation section sets the plurality of predetermined areas within the image 
area, and the control section displays images of the predetermined areas, at the display 
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magnification, in a list, on the display section (col. 10, 37-45 and fig. 2. see also col. 7, 
lines 19-50, col. 9, lines 3-17, note: in Bacus, the micro images are characterized as a 
plurality of predetermined areas within the image area; fig. 2 illustrates a listing of these 
micro images 24 displayed and also selected region(s) for displayed at specified 
magnification). 

Re claim 10, the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 1 , 
wherein the operation section is integrated with one of the imaging apparatus body and 
the display section (fig. 5 shows an integrated microscopic imaging system, the 
operation section is served by 12, the imaging apparatus body is served by 14, and the 
display section is served by 22). 

Re claim 1 1 , the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 1 , 
wherein the operation section is separate from the imaging apparatus body and the 
display section (fig. 5 shows the operation section 12, the imaging apparatus body 14 
and the display section 22 are separate from each other). 

Re claim 12, the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the operation section is 
attachable to and detachable from one of the imaging apparatus body and the display 
section (fig. 5, note: since the operation section 12 is a computer system, it is inherent 
that it can be attachable and detachable from the imaging apparatus body and the 
display section). 

Re claim 13, the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 1 , 
wherein the operation section transmits contents of inputted operation by an electric 
signal to the imaging apparatus body (fig. 5, claim 13 is inherent in view of the figure. 
Communication between the operation section 12 and the imaging apparatus body 14 is 
via an electric signal). 
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Re claim 14, the imaging apparatus for a microscope according to claim 1 , 
wherein the operation section transmits contents of inputted operation by an electric 
signal to the display section (fig. 5, claim 14 is inherent in view of the figure. 
Communication between the operation section 12 and the display section 22 is via an 
electric signal). 

Re claim 15, the claim have been analyzed and rejected in view of claims 1 and 

3 above. 

Re claim 16, see claim 4 above. 
Re claim 17, see claim 5 above. 
Re claim 18, see claim 7 above. 
Re claim 19, see claim 6 above. 
Re claim 20, see claim 8 above. 
Re claim 21 , see claim 9 above. 

Drawings 

3. Figure 33 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.121(d)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Contact 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Vu Le whose telephone number is 703-308-6613. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 703-305-4856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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